


One year I had a relative who came to stay with me who was 

keen to help in any way she could. So, I decided to take her up 

on her offer of help, I gave her about 200 bulbs to plant in the 

garden as it was one of those jobs that I was going to get round 

to but never did, (well the intention was there). 

 

Now thankfully some of those bulbs shot up over the past few 

months came into full bloom, daffodils, crocus, snowdrops, and 

tulips.  

 

At the moment though in most gardens they are only in bud, but 

those buds give me a sense of hope and eager anticipation of 

what will be. The bulbs that seemed dead in the packet will have been exposed to all the 

natural elements and will be I hope a beautiful display, at the moment though they are 

‘buds of beauty’ in themselves. 

 

Many of us see people who struggle with health problems and difficulties but I’m sure 

many of us have witnessed some courageous people who don’t complain about their 

situation very much but learn to live with it.  Some speak about their difficulties in a very 

positive way as ‘buds of beauty’ in themselves. 

 

You may have seen a poster that reads:  

 

“Some people complain that roses have thorns; 

others rejoice that thorns have roses.” 

 

The apostle Paul’s letter to the struggling group of believers in Philippi was written while 

he was imprisoned in Rome. Yet he was able to encourage them to “rejoice in the Lord 

always” (4:4), and to meditate on what is true, noble, just, pure, lovely, of good report, 

virtuous and praiseworthy (v.8).  

 

Paul didn’t tell them to deny their worries, but to give them to God through prayer and 

supplication (v.6.) 

 

Spiritually we all need to become people who look for the positive things in life and look 

for ‘buds of beauty’ within our own thorny circumstances. 

 

In the hymn: For the beauty of the earth (StF 102) the writer concludes with this verse: 

 

“For each perfect gift of sign 

Of your love so freely given, 

Graces human and divine, 

Flowers of earth and buds of heaven: 

 

 

 

Superintendent’s Letter 



Gracious God to you we raise 

This our sacrifice of praise.” 

 

May our lives and our faith be something of beauty to God and to others. 

Lent will soon be upon us and it’s also a time when we recall the pain and darkness of 

the cross, but the hope and joy and brightness of Easter Day is yet to come. 

 

Your friend and minister,  

 

 

 

Rev John Palmer 

Love is patient, love is kind, love is not curious or boastful or 

arrogant and rude. It does not insist on its own way, it is not 

irritable or resentful, it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices 

in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. 

1 Corinthians 14 v 4 

Dear friends 

During the time of the pandemic, how very true this has been for us all. We have waited 

patiently for better times, we have obeyed the rules and tried our best to keep ourselves 

and each other safe, we have given up all our communal activities and made huge 

sacrifices. And we have done this lovingly and uncomplainingly. As I have travelled round 

the various groups and churches, I have been struck by how much we care for each other 

by the little acts of kindness, the phone calls to each other, the rallying round people who 

haven’t been well, and the prayerful concern for each individual.  

What joy now that we can meet again. We waited for better times and they have come. 

We prayed for strength to get though it and God heard our prayers. We celebrate the fact 

that we can be together once more after months of enforced isolation. We have much to 

look forward to. We can feel spring in the air. We can see our loved ones again. We are 

planning to celebrate our Queens Platinum jubilee and we give thanks for her wonderful 

example of Christian service. She too has been isolated from her family and lost her life 

partner Prince Philip. And yet she looks forward to her Jubilee and has borne all things, 

believed all things, hoped all things and endured all things. 

This is love, that we show patience, kindness and goodness to each other. Not in big 

dramatic gestures but in the small acts of kindness and walking alongside people in their 

struggle. 

We thank you, Father God, that you have suffered with us and for us. And you have 

brought us safely to the other side. We are truly grateful. Amen. 

Anne Huddleston 

Lay Pastoral Assistant’s Update 



Circuit Communication Officer’s Update 

It’s been quite a quiet period for me since Christmas. I’m continuing to 

edit the ‘Thought for the Week’ videos that go out on social media each 

week, and am very grateful to the local preachers who provide me with 

the content. I am also looking at how we can start livestreaming 

services from some of the Circuit Churches. 

In the last edition of the magazine, I asked for feedback on the Circuit 

website, thank you to those who got in touch. I am slowly working on 

updating the website to make it more user-friendly, particularly for those 

who don’t currently come to our churches. I’ll also be looking at how we 

use social media to publicise both things that happen in the Circuit but also to share our 

faith. I’m excited that the Manchester & Stockport District has just employed a 

communications and digital officer and I look forward to working alongside her. 

I’d also like to thank those of you who got in touch to let me know you were thinking and 

praying for Rach and I as we awaited news of Rach’s stationing. We can now announce 

that Rach has been stationed to the North Wiltshire Circuit and will be looking after three 

churches in Swindon. So we will be moving down there in the summer, and I’m really 

looking forward to having my own office again and not having to work in the living room! 

As always, if you have news in your churches and associate groups that you’d like to 

share, events coming up, etc. please do get in touch. And I’m always around to give 

support with publicising events both online and with things like flyers and posters. 

Matt Collins 

 

Update your Contact Details 
We have a duty to ensure that our contact lists are kept up to date, so that you don’t 

miss out on any important information from the Salford Methodist Circuit and its 

churches. 

 

If your contact details (address, phone number or email address) have changed recently, 

please let us know using the methods below. 

 

If you are new to the area or new to one of our churches, and would like to be added to 

our mailing list, you can also let us know using same methods. 

 

If you would like your details to be removed from our contact list and stop getting 

information from the Salford Circuit, please email or write to Matt (details below) 

 

Online - visit www.salfordcircuit.org.uk/updatecontacts 

Email - Matt on salfordcircuitcomms@gmail.com 

Phone - Matt on 07737 922493  

Post - Matt Collins, Queens Foundation, Somerset Road, Edgbaston, B15 2QH 



Church & Community Development Worker’s Update 

When I was asked by Matt to write a few words on what's been 

happening in Irlam and Cadishead in the last few months I realised 

that despite lockdown restrictions, the Church has been quite active. 

We started our very own Messy Church (thanks Wesley for your craft 

material) with our Messy  Christingle when we welcomed 10 children 

and their parents and carers. We had great fun with oranges sweets 

and glowsticks (always safer than candles!) as well as 5 other 

activities plus games . John led a short act of worship where our 

visitors heard the Christmas story and joined in with some children's songs and then on 

to lots of food!! 

Another event I was invited to was an outdoor Carol service with 

Irlam Brass Band together with Churches Together. Several 

members from Boundary Road kept everyone supplied with hot 

drinks on a very cold night. This took place outside St Johns in Irlam 

which is perfectly placed for passers by to see what’s happening in 

our local churches. A picture is attached showing our 3 Angels from 

the Realms of Glory 

Trussell Trust Foodbank continues to be busy to provide much 

needed items for local people. Food 4 Thought continue to meet 

weekly for fellowship and guidance in cooking healthy meals for 

themselves. 

Craft group also meet weekly and are already planning their programme for making items 

for next Christmas .Some new members are learning how to crochet. 

As I write I am busy preparing for our next Messy Church on 20th Feb when we hear 

about The Lost Coin. We already have more children booked on than attended last time I 

pray for the success of this event. 

I hope to have more news for you after the Easter period. 

Janet Crozier 

The Next Edition of the Circuit Magazine 

We started the Circuit magazine almost exactly two years ago as we were plunged into 

the first lockdown just before Holy Week. This is the 11th edition since then. 
 

The last few editions have been quite thin, with very few articled submitted. Therefore 

we are looking at how best to move forward. 
 

This edition will be a digital only edition. There are people in our churches without 

internet access, if you know someone who would like to read this, please do print it off. 
 

If you have anything you would like to submit for the next edition (to be published late 

May), or any suggestions of how we can take the magazine forward, please let me know. 
 

Matt Collins 



AA - All Age Worship  JS - Joint Service 

Cov - Covenant Service  LA - Local Arrangement 

HC - Holy Communion  MS - Men’s Sunday 

 

 March 6th March 13th March 20th Mar 27th April 3rd April 10th 

 1st Sunday in 

Lent 

2nd Sunday in Lent 3rd Sunday in Lent 4th Sunday in Lent 

(Mothering   

Sunday) 

5th Sunday in Lent 

(Passion Sunday) 

6th Sunday in 

Lent (Palm 

Sunday) 

On-line Thought For 

The Week 

Thought For 

The Week 

Thought For 

The Week 

Thought For 

The Week 

Thought For 

The Week 

Thought For 

The Week 

Boundary Rd Gordon Allen @ Wesley LA Pat Wilson Rev John 

Palmer 

Brian    

Barratt 

10.45 am   JS  HC  

Emmanuel Ian         

Huddleston 

Anglican Rev John 

Palmer 

Rev David 

Fraser 

@ The Height Anglican 

11.15 am       

Glazebrook Carole   

Barratt 

Pat Wilson @ Boundary 

Road 

Rev John 

Palmer 

@ Wesley LA 

10.00 am    Baptism   

Monton Rev John 

Palmer 

Anita       

Shepherd 

Brian Barratt Ruth Dawson John        

Brocklehurst 

11am @ St 

Paul's Monton 

10.45 am  AAW     

Monton Sandra  

Dutson 

No Service Rev John 

Palmer 

No Service Anita       

Shepherd 

No Service 

6.30pm       

St. Paul's @ Wesley John        

Brocklehurst 

@ Boundary 

Road 

LA Ian           

Huddleston 

Pat Wilson 

10.00 am       

The Height Pat Wilson Brian Barratt Gordon Allen LA Carole     

Barratt 

Sandra 

Dutson 

10.45 am     JS  

Wesley LA Rev John 

Palmer 

@ Boundary 

Road 

Gordon Allen LA Anita    

Shepherd 

10.30 am JS JS   JS  



April 17th April 24th May 1st May 8th May 15th May 22nd May 29th 

Easter Sunday 
2nd Sunday of 

Easter 

3rd Sunday of 

Easter 

4th Sunday of 

Easter 

5th Sunday of 

Easter 

6th Sunday of 
Easter (Aldersgate 

7th Sunday of 

Easter 

Thought For 

The Week 

Thought For 

The Week 

Thought For 

The Week 

Thought For 

The Week 

Thought For 

The Week 

Thought For 

The Week 

Thought For 

The Week 

LA @ St Paul's 
John 

Brocklehurst 
Ruth Dawson LA 

Rev John 

Palmer 
@ Glazebrook 

     HC  

Rev David 

Fraser 

Local 

Arrangement 
Carole Barratt Anglican 

Rev John 

Palmer 

Rev David 

Fraser 
LA 

HC  JS  HC   

Carole Barratt @ St Paul's LA Pat Wilson 
Local 

Arrangement 

Anita 

Shepherd 

Rev John 

Palmer 

      HC 

Ian 

Huddleston 
LA 

Rev John 

Palmer 
Carole Barratt 

Sandra 

Dutson 
Peter Rushton LA 

  HC AAW    

Rev John 

Palmer 
No Service 

John 

Borcklehurst 
No Service 

Rev John 

Palmer 
No Service Gordon Allen 

HC       

Ruth Dawson Gordon Allen 
Anita 

Shepherd 

Local 

Arrangement 
Brian Barratt Pat Wilson @ Glazebrook 

 JS      

Rev John 

Palmer 
Pat Wilson @ Emmanuel Gordon Allen 

Local 

Arrangement 
Brian Barratt 

Ian 

Huddleston 

HC       

Brian Barratt @ St Paul's 
Ian 

Huddleston 

Rev John 

Palmer 
Pat Wilson Brocklehurst @ Glazebrook 

   HC    



All are welcome to join, Zoom links will be sent out each week via the Circuit mailings. It 

is also possible to join from a landline phone. For information about this contact Matt 

Collins 




